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orders that the Flinders shall be engaged
at £100, or more if necessary, to make a
trip pending the acceptance of a tender.
We recognise that a growing place like
Esperance deserves a good -service. The
Government did not want a small beat,
but endeavoured to meet the wishes of
the people of Albany in the matter. I

am glad the hon. member has brought

this matter forward, because it has enabled
me to give this explanation.

Tee Hox. F. M. STONE : The remarks
of the hon. the Minister are verv satis-
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factory. T am pleased he is glad that T -

have brought the matter forward, becanse

hitherto he has not been satisfied with .

motions I have deemed it necessary to put
before the House. I trust that when
this House sits again he may be in the

same pleasant mood in which we find him

to-day.
motion.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BOATING FATALITIES ON SWAN
RIVER—PREVENTION OF.

Tue Hown. F. M. STONE: Last ses-
sion, consequent upon some boating futal-

ities which had ocecurred, a motion was -

carried in this House that life-saving
appliances should be placed along the
banks of the river, and that a police boat
should be obtained. I should like to
know whether anything has been done in
this matter.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : Recognising the -
terest the hon. member took in this
subject, I feel certain that something
must have been done, but what it is 1
cannot exactly say. At present I am

I beg. by leave, to withdraw the °

not prepared to give a definite answer,

but I will make inquiries.

Tur Hon. F. M. STONE: We know
that some time ago, when a motion was
carried in this House in favour of the
placing of beacons about the river, nothing
was done ; and a similar course seems to
have been taken with regard to the mo-
tion which I brought forward last session.
I draw attention to the wmatter now, be-

" MESSAGE—QPRNING OF

cawvse I am not prepared to bring forward
motions in this House without following

them up.
Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): T have every sym-

pathy with the hon. member, and I may

say that when the resolution was agreed

Opening of Assembly.

to it was sent on to the proper quarter.
I will inquire into the matter, but I feel
sure that if nothing has been done it is
through an oversight or pressure of work
on the part of the department concerned.

ADJOURNMEN'T.
'The House, at 820 o'clock p.m., ad-
journed until Friday, 12th March, at
3 o’clock p.m.

Wegtslatite Dssembly,

Thursday, 11th Mavch, 1897.

of a

Meeting of the Assembly—DMessage: Openuy =
in.

Session Extraordinary—Paper : Lands an
ing Regulations Amendment—Question : Electoral
Claims and Registration —Message : Supply—Ques.
tion: Perth Water Supply and Amnlygis—Emer-
{ency Motion: Compensation Claims r¢ Losses by
ire—Elaction of Acting Chairman of Committees
—Buspension of Standing Orders—Committee of
Supply : Objection to Procedure; in Committee of
Supply ; in éommittee of Woys and Means—Supply
Bill, £750,000; nll stages—Speech of the Governor:
Addvess-in.Reply—Australosinn Federntion En.
abling Act {1896) Amendment Bill; all stages—
Question : Steamehip Maegregor and Danger to Life
—Meszsage: Concurrence in Bills—Adjournment.

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at 3
o'clock p.m., pursuant to Proclamation
by Hig Excellency the Governor, which
Proclamation was read by the Clerk.

A SESSION
EXTRAORDINARY.

A message from His Excellency the
Governor was delivered at the Bar by
the Usher of the Black Kod, requesting
the immediate attendance of the Speaker
and members of the Assembly. n the
Chamber of the Legislative Council

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker and Mem-
hers of the Assembly proceeded to the
Legislative Council Chamber, where His
Excellency delivered a speech, formally
opening the Fourth (an extraordinary)
Session of the Parliament. [Vide report
of Council’s proceedings, ante.]



Message : Supply.
PAPER—LANDS AND MINING REGU-
LATIONS AMENDMENT.

Tne Premier (Hoo. Sir J. Forrest)
laid on the Table of the House a Paper,
" showing amendments in the Regulations
made under the Mineral Lands Act and
the Goldficlds Act.

Ordered—That the Paper do lie upon
the Table.

QUESTION —ELECTORAL CLAIMS AND
REGISTRATION.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH, by leave, asked
the Premier: Does he intend taking any
steps to secure the registration of clains,
made in the present quarter, on the elee-
toral rolls for the coming election of tneni-
“bers to Parliament ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forlest)

replied : The only reply I cau give to the

hon. member is that all which van be
done under the law will be done, in
regard to placing electors on the clectoral
rolis.  Ihelieve those persons who ap)lied
and were qualified to be put on the rolls
prior to the holding of the last registra-
tion court-—-held, I t.lunk early in Ja.nual y
—will be placed on the electoral roll by
the registration court on the 6th of April
pext. Thase persons who apply now
(during the corrent quarter), as far as
I have been informed—and T do not
speak with any great authority ou the
point—will not be able to be placed upon
the rolls at the sitting of the registration
court on the 6th of April. The hon.
member, T suppose, knows the law on the
subject as wellas I do. The Government
are very anxious to place every qualified
person on the electoral rolls, as far as
possible; but the Government are ahso-
lutely powerless to break the law, and
must keep to the law.

Mk. IrnivoworTH: Keep to the luw,
certainly,

Tae PREMIER: Yes, we will try to
do thut, and will keep to the law while
alsu trying to give every faolity that is
possible for persons to get on the rolls.

MESSAGE—SUPPLY.
The fullowing Message was presented
and read :—
* GGERARD SMITH,
‘“ Governor.
“To wecordance with the requirements
“ of Section 67 of *The Constitution Act,
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'“1889," the (Governor recommends to

© “the Legislative Assembly that an ap-

“ propriation of Four hundred thousand
“pounds he made out of the Con-
“solidated Revenue Fuud, and Three
*hundred and fifty thousand pounds
“out of the General Loan Fund, for
“the purposes of the undermentisned
“Bill, intituled * An Aet to apply out of
‘‘the Consolidated Revenue Fund and
“the Generanl Loan Fund the sum of
“Seven bundred and fiftv thousand
“pounds to the service of the year
“ending 30th June, 1898

“ Government House,
*March, 1897.”

The foregoing Message was cobsidered
at a later stage.

Perth, 11th

QUESITION—PERI'H WATER SUPPLY
AND ANALYSIS.

Mr. GEORGE, by leave, asked: Do
the Gavernment intend to take any steps
to satisfactorily apalyse the water sup-
plied to Perth ; firstly that supplied from
the Victoria Reservoir (Canning Hills),
and secondly the water which is being
supplied throughthe artesian boreat West
Perth# There is renson to suppose that
the impurity of the wuter supplied is at
the root of u great deal of the illness that
is prevalent in Perth at the present tine.

Tve PREMIER (Hou. SirJ. Forrest)
replied : The Govermment ure guite ready
to do everything they have the power to
do, in wgard to carrying out any wish
from the Perth City Couneil; but'I may
say that the Perth City Counil are in an
equally good position with the Govern-
ment to have this water analysed. As
perhaps most hon. members ure aware,
the Government have had the water
analysed, as far as what is called @ chewmi-
cal analysis, that is for impure dead
wmatter, and the result hus been very
sutistactory. The Government analyst,
Mr. Mann, has reported that the water
bhe bhas ezammined on two ocuasions is
fairly good water. of un average quality
with surface water. He has not examined
the water for bacteria or for bacilli,
because he has not the occessary appar-
atus pot up yet; buat, as it is now
iz the colony, he hopes to be able
in a short time to deal with the water
for these wore difficult tests also. DMr.
Mann informed e, in an interview
vesterday, that the deteciion of bacteria
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and bacilli in water is a most difficult
operation, and that there are very few
men even in Australia—I give his own
words—who are capable of detecting
these minute germs. I Dbelieve the
typhoid bacillus is very like another
germ which is very common in water—
at any rate it is not uncommon—and
which is not dangerous; and the ovuly
way, 28 Mr. Mann informs me, of detect-
ing the typhoid bacillus is by w process
of fattening it, in order that it may grow
under favourable conditions to such a
size a8 will bring it within the wagnify-
ing power of the microscope. I am told
that the power of the microscope is not
sufficient to detect the presence of the
typhoid bacillus in its natural state, and
that it is only by u process of fatten.
ing up that the laullus grows large
cnough to  be observable under o
microscope.  Mr. Maun alse informed
me that at the Melbourne University
there are distinguished mten who, he
believes, are competent to report on the
matter as fuv whether fyphoid bacilli
exist in the wuter or siot, and he suggested
that some sanples should be sent to the
Melbourne University, or that application
should he made to ascertain whether the

University authorities are willing to .

undertake the analysing of sawmples to be
sent from Perth.  Thatis how the matter
stands at present; and. so far as the
Government are concerned, we are quite
willing to make application to the Mel-
bourne TUniversity., Of course we saw a
statement, published in a newspaper. the
other day, that some one in Melbourne—
we were uot told who that person is—
had tested the water from the Perth
reservoir, und found it hwpure. The
statement made at the end of that report,
that typheid germs probably exist in the
water, was a very rash and wrong state-
ment to wake, unless that person, whoever
he is, was satisfied that typhoid germs
did exist iu the water he tested.  Indeed,
I do not thiok 1 could call a statement of
that sort, unless founded upon good
evideuce, by a hard enough name; and [
should like tu know who this gentleinan
15, who made this very diffieult analysis,
so that we may judge as to his vapability
of making this very minute and difficult
examination. I think that such an august
and distinguished budy as the Perth City
Counvil should not come to the Govern.
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Losses by Fire.

ment to ask that an analysis sheuld
be made of the water supplied to the
c¢ity, but that they should take the
matter into their own hands, and at
once obtain samples and have them
tested by competent persons. If, how-
ever, I can assist the City Council
by writing to the governing body of the
Melbourne University, I shall be glad to
do all T can to ussist in that way. But I
also think this 1s 4 matter that should
not have been left till the meeting of
Parliament, but that if the City Council
Lelieve the water supplied to the people
of Perth is impure, and especiully if they
believe there are typhoid germs in it—
though I do uwot believe for a moment
there are typhoid germs in it—stiil, if
they think su, they ought to have taken
action long ago, or should ut least take
steps now, to have the water thoroughly
analvsed by a competent person.

Mr. GEORGE: Will you (the Pre.
mier) reply now about the water frow the
bore? You are a representative of the
people of this colony, and I ask whether
you will have the water from the Goveru-
ment bore analysed, to protect the people’s
health ?

Tege PREMIER: T have not the
slightest objection. If the City Council
will ask me to have samples of both
waters sent away for analysis. I shall at
once comply with their wishes, and have
the samples collected, packed, and sent
away, under the superintendence of our
own Analyst.

EMERGENCY MOTION—COMPENSATION
CLAIMS RE LOSSES BY FIRL.

Mr., HIGHAM, by leave, moved the
adjournment. of the House, to call atten-
tion to a matter of emergency. He said:
It will be within the recollection of most
wembers that, in connection with the
burning of the transit goods shed at
Fremantle, an immense quantity of goods
was destroyed. In consequence of that,
a law suit was brought by the owner of
one parcel of goods against the Railway
Departiaent ; and, after an exhaunstive
trial extending over twenty-oue days, it
was decided by the jury, and upheld
subsequently by the Full Court ou appeul,
that criminal negligence had been shown
Ly the Railway Department, and that
the departwent was responsible for the
loss of the goods by fire. This cuse was
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one of some thirty or forty, and had ' ment do not wish to litigate a matter

been tried as a test case to determine the
legal liability for the loss. The other
claims are being pressed on the depart-
ment for settlement, and the plaintifts
are being met, on the part of the Govern.
ment, with what are considered to be
obstructive tactics. so that the claimants
Lhave been compelled to Incur excessive
expense in proving that which has been
already proved to the satisfaction of. T
think. all concerned, aud which has cer-
tainly been proved beyond all doubt. 1
should like an expression of opinion from
the House us to whether these cases should
be carried on in this manuer. Lt seems a
pity that those people who have Tost the
most by this fire should be compelled to
go fo so much expense in proving a case
which has been already proved; and it
also seems hard that the country should
have to bear the expense of all these
heavy law suits. One case, involving a
claim for £260, has already cost £1,260,
which the country bus had to pay; and
Ido not think anything will _]ustlfy the
dragging on of other cuses in this way.

Mr. MOS8 seconded the wmotion,
formally.

Tue ATIORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): The hon. member has alluded
to some legal proceedings against the
Government, in a case which cume within
my knowledge; but, since the case was
decided, [ have heard nothing about it.
No representations have been made to
the Government, that T am aware of—at
any rate. in my department, No doubt,

represeniations have been wade to the |

departmnent of the Commissioner of Rail-

ways, in regard to other claims arising -

out of losses in that fire; but. se
far as I know, it does not at all follow
thut every case of that kind is on the
same footing., Goods lost in that fire
were in the custody of differcut people—
soiue 1o that of the Collector of Customs,
others in the hands of the Counnis-
sioner of Railways, some in his hunds
as a common carrier, and some left with
him in his capucity as 4 mere warchouse.
man., Therefore, points do wrise w3 {o
the liability in each case; and really.
without having the circumstances of cuch
case Dbefore me, T could not give un
apinion about claims which the hon.
member may vegard us having been

already decided.

I am sure the Govern.

that has been decided. I fancy that if
representations had heen made by the
firms concerned in that action, directly to
the Government, as to their grievance,
the claimants would have heen informed
as to whether or not litigation was con-

templated by the Guvernment. The bou.
member must not run away with the
idea that all goods which were cou-

sumed in that fire were quite on the
same footing.,  As fur as T um cou-
cerned. I am always only tov ready
to advise the (Government to settly, in a
fair and equitable manner. any case in
which there is a reasonable doubt, ruther
than go to Taw and put peuvple to the
expense of litigation. If there is any
veasonable doubt as to the Jiability of
the Goverument, the Goveynment are
fully prepured to pay. But because one
case has been decided against the Govern-
ment, the hon. member should not think
that. necessarily, all those persons who
have lost goods in the same fire wre
equally entitled to eompeusation oo the
same ground. T have not examined the
cases. If the claimants had been advised
to send in their cases, and submit them
at once to the law officers of the Crown,
that course would have cxpedited business.

Mg, MOSS: Had it not heen the fact
that the particular claim bas been paid
by the Governinent, 1 should have risen
before to address the House o this suh-
ject.  That amount has been paid; but,
as ruinours are ufloat that it is the tuten-
tion of the Government to take this cuse
to the Privy Council on appeal

Tur ArTrorsey GENEralL: Where
does that ruinour cowme from
Mr. MOSS: I do not know: but the

rumour is afloat, and it is necessary that
this House and the country should kuow
that the amount claimed in that case has
been adready  paid.  The  Atrornev
General has stated that, so far us the
Govervment are converned, they are pre-
pared to meet all those liabilities, wnd
pay any just claim, rather than resorr
to legal proceedings. T am glad he
bas made that statewwent on the part
of the Guvernment: but I am surry
to suy thui, so fur as the Railway Depart.
ment is concerned. --without referring to
any particular officer as being responsible
--that departinent dous not meet the
claims in the fair und equitable spirit
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which the Attorney General has stated.
I know that numbers of claims have been
made in respect of goods that were in
the shed at the time of the fire, being
part of the cargoes of the steamers
Tangier and Innamincka; and there can
be no doubt, according to the ruling of
the court, that at the time of the fire the
Commissioner of Railways held those
goods in the capacity of 4 common carrier;
vet the Railway Department vefuses to
recognise those claims, notwithstanding
that it has been proved, beyond all doubt,
that the particular goods came ont of the
steamers I have mentioned. It does
strike me that, as a matter of public
policy. it is extremely bad on the part
of the Government that thousands of
pounds of public money should be thrown
away in contesting claims when the
liability of the Government has been
settled so clearly and distinetly. ‘The
Attorney General will, T thiok, agree
with me that the highest court of this
colony has said there was ample evidence
to justify the jury in coming to the con-
clusion that the fire in the goods shed
was the result of gross negligence. I
hope that, when these claims do go in,
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they will be met in the fair and equlta,ble ;
spirit which the Attorney General bas

mentioned,

Motion for adjourument pnt and
negatived.
ELECTION OF ACTING CHAIRMAN OF

COMMITTEES.

On the wotion of the Prenmier, and in

the absence of Mr. Traylen (visiting
England). Mr. Randell was elected to e
the Acting Chairman of Committees
during the present session.

SUSPENSION OF 8T \ND[L\G ORDERS.

On the motion of the PreEMier, the
Standing Ovders relating to public Bills
were suspended, for enabling the House
to pass a Supply Bill and another Bill
through all stages at one sitting.

COMMITTEE QF SUPPLY~ORIECTION
TO0 PROGCEDURE.

Tue PREMIER axp TREASURER

(Hon. Sir J. Forrest), by leave, moved

that the House do resolve itself inte a

Objection to Procedure.

Committee of the Whole, to vonsider the
supply to be granted to Her Majesty.
Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I desire at
this stage, not intending in any way fo
oppose or to embarrass the Government
in the effort they propuse to make—for,
as hon. members know, I am in full
sympathy with the object and the inten-
tion of this proposed procedure--to
peint out that, in my opinion, there is
no necessity for this Parlilament to
take upon itself the granting of su)p-
plies for the next finavcial year. Nor
do I think that, if this were not to be
done now, it wonld in any way embarrass
the Governmeot or interfere with the
nativnal object which we have in view,
that of the Premier’s visit to England on
the occasion of Her Majesty's Diamond
Jubilee, as it is called, though a jubilee
is supposed to imply a pertod of fifty
years. The present procedure, to say the
least of it, is irregular, and I question if
many precedents can be sbown, if any.
The position is peculinr, because this
Parliament wili die within a few weeks
at the most, and we are asked to take
upon ourselves, at this stage, to not only
deal with the question of supplies for the
next Parlizment, but alée to deal with
the revenue of the succeeding vear. I
think the Government ought to have taken
another course,  That course should have
been to make arrangements for calling
the new Parliament together soon after
its election, with a clear understanding
that the only business of that particular
sesslou should be the granting of the
necessury supplies for the year. I am
certain that every member now sitting in
this House who would then have had the
goud fortune to be returned to the new
Parliament, would have held true to that
pledge, and I am quite certain that other
gentlemen, who may be returned at the
ensuing election, would most cordially
have concurred in the desire of the Gov.
ernment. [ think the present course is
irregular, aud that it is unnecessary for
us to take upon ourselves the respon.
sibility of vuting supplies for the sueceed-
ing year. and dealing with the revenue
of the suceeeding vear. when the new
Parliament, as far as the electors are
concerned, will be in full power to carry
ou the business of the couniry. "The
absence of the Premier from a special
session of the pnew Parliament, held for
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the granting of supplies, would of course °
be lsmented ; but surely the ablecolleagues |

he possesses, and who will have to
adwinister affairs during his absence,
will be able to undertake the whole of
the business during his absence from the
colony. I desire to express my conviction
on this matter, so far as to enter a protest
against this action being carried forward,
or being lnoked upon at a future time as
a precedent. If I thought it was really
necessary to take this irregular procedure,
1 order to secure the end. I would sup-
port it; but I think it is not necessary,
and that the course is too irregular and
tos dangereus to allow it to pass without
a protest. Therefore, I cannot vote for
the meotion.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): The Government quite recog-
nise the friendly spirit in which the bon.
member whe has just sat down
has spoken. At the same time, oune
cannot help feeling how very much
misinformed he has beem on this
question ; because, if I understood him
rghtly, he says, in a friendly was, this
procedure is irregular; and I have no
doubt he really thinks there is something
irregular in it.

Me. ILLineworrTH : People in Vigtoria,
the best men there, say it is.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERATL : The
hon. member did not, Iam glad to see, go
s0 far as to say it was unconstitutional or
illegal, but be ventured another adjective,
and said the procedure was somewhat
“dangerous.” 1 caunot conceive how
some persons have got it into their minds
that, in asking this Parliamnent to vote
supply for two months of the next
financial year, the procedure in any way
suvours of illegality or is dangerous. It
is the most common proceeding of Parlia-
ments in any part of the world. It is
the course of procedure that is adopted
every year, and has been practised for
hundreds of years, by the British House
of Commons; and it is the procedure
that has bean adopted in this colony ever
since about, the year 1870 : that is tosay,
Purliament votes, before the close of one
year, & supply for u part of the next year.

Me. TuLiweworTH: Not in a mori-
bund Parliament.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL : Well,
I give the hon. member the bepefit of any
point he can make out of that ground—

Objection to Procedure. 11
the assertion that this is 2 moribund
Parliament. We have heard in the last
session, and even in the session before
last, that this is a moribund Parliament ;
but the woribund Pavliament of last
session passed a Loan Bill for something
like six millions of money, and if that
Parliament was competent to do that—
and I have heard nothing of the irregu-
larity of that proceeding—surely it cannot.
be irregular for the same Parliwment to
pass this resolution at the present time.
I can assure the Honse that if the
Government thought it was wrong tu
propose this course, in any case, the
Governmeut would hesitate to do it, even
if it, thought it had every member in the
House at its back. We have considered
this case, and it will be found thatf there
is no authority whatever against the
procedure, but. on the contrary, every
authority and every precedent ave in its
favour. Now, what is the alternative of
this proposal ¥ The hon. member did
suggest that, because he anticipates a
dissolution—and we must bear n mind
that this Parlizament is not expiring by
effluxion of time, but that we anticipate
it will shortly be dissolved in consequence
of the amending Constitution Act having
been passed, and bearing in mind also
that if we do not tuke this procedure we
shall have to face the next finanecial year,
beginning on the 1st July, without any
supplies for that yeur having been voted
by Parliament—the hon, member did
suggest that, because he anticipates o
dissolution, therefore this Parliament
cannot grant supplies for two months of
the next financial vear. The Government
will be bound to spend money in all
directions, to a very large extent, during
the months of July and August, witheut
the sanction of Parliament, unless we
obtain it now.

Mr. InniwaworrH: Why can't you
call the new Parlinnent together, after
the elections ¥

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
agree that, in the event of there being a
dissolution, and in the event of a new
Parliament being constituted shortly after
the financial year has closed, it may be
said we are taking somewhat from the
functions of that Parliament. But how

- can that be? If we were proposing to

decide mow anything of ygreat constitu-
tional importance in this colony. if we
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were making amendments in the con-

stitution or in the procedure as to
elections, or if we were dealing with any
great constitutional question. it might be
said, with sowme trath, * Why not leave
these to the new Parliament » ™ It might
be said that this Parliament is about to
close, and these guestions should vot be
dealt with by us, but by a newly elected
Parliament. But, really. this question
of frauting supplies tor two months
touches no question of importance what-
ever; it coucludes nothing, and interferes
with nobody. We do not pass votes, in
granting supplies for two wmonths. We
do not say that the salarv of a single
Goveruwent official shall be fixed at a
certain sum, either more or less than
the sum in the last Estimates passed
by this House. We only say that,
as money must be provided, and must
be speut during the first two months
of the next financial year, in carrying on
the public services and works anthorised,
we ask you to grant so much on aceount,
amd the money so granted will be allo-
cated according to the votes of Parliament
to be passed afterwards, when we deal
with the suws in the annual Hstimates
which will be laid before the new Parlia-
ment.  Thervefore, how can it be con-
tended that, by this procedure, we ure
takingr anything from the anticipated
new Parliament with which it ought to
deal, und with which we oughi not to
deal* We are dealing with nothing
vigre than this position. that instead of
attempting to spend mouney without the
sanction of Parlimnent. we are asking
Parliwment to grant anthority v expend
a certain sum on aceount of votes which
Parlment will be asked to make w o
larger extent in the next financial vear,
because our estimated expenditure is
vastly more than the sum we are now
asking for on aceonnd. And the granting
uf this supply coucludes nothing, for if
Parliament at a future stawe says u certain
salary slhull be s down, or savs it will
spend more money on this work or op
that, there will be ample power and
apparlunily for Parliament to make the
partienlar reduction or the increase. T
shoulil like to hear some argwnent, if there
is any. as T suppose there is, to show
why it s thovghr that this provedure
1< irreprlur, or unconstitutional, ar el
Motion pad and passed.
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Address-in-Reply.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Ou the motion of tbe PrEMIER, and
without debate, sapply was granted to
an amount not exceeding £400,000 out
of the Consoliduted Bevenue Fund, and
£350,000 out of the General Loan Fund,
on account of the service of the financial
vear 1897-8.

Resolution reported to the House, and
report adopted.

JX COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS.

On the wmotion of the PrEMIER, and
without debate, a further resolution in
accordance with the foregoing was passed.

Resolutiou reported to the House, und
report adopted.

SUPPLY BILL, £750,000.
ALL STAGES.

In  accordance with the foregoing
resolutions, and upon leave given, the
Premier and Treasvrer (Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) introduced a Bill, intituled * An
Act to apply out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund and the General Loan
Fund the swm of £750.000 to the service
of the yvear ending 30th June, 1898.7
The Bill passed through all stages, with-
out debate, and was transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

SPEECH OF THE GOVEENOR---
ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.

THe SpeagER reported to the House
that he had. with members of the House,
attended His Excelleney the Governor
in  the Chamber of the Legislative
Conneil, when His Excelleney was pleased
to make a speech to both Houses of
Parliament, of which speech Mr. Speaker
said he had, for greater aceuracy, obtained
a vopy, which he read to the House.
Vide report of the Council's proceedings.
anle.

MUTION.

Me. CLARKSON (‘Poodyuy ). inmoving
the Address-in-Reply to His Excellency's
opeming speech. said : It is not necessary
for me to say wmueh on this vceasion,
His Excellency’s speech tells us that the
revenue of the colony is ina flourishing
atate, and this fact will be satisfactory
to all of us, for we anticipated that it
would be so. T donot think there is any
matter of importance contained in His
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Excellency's speech on which I need to ®
ecomment ; therefore 1 beg to move thai |
the following Address.in-Reply be agreed
to:—
« To His Excellency Liewt.-Colonel Sir
“ Gerard Swith, Kaight Conomander -
“of the Most Disfinguished Order of .
* Sf. Michael ond St. George, Governor.
= e, de.. de.
“May 1T PreEaskE Your EXCELLENCY.

“ We. Her Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
* subjeets. the members of the Legislative
* Assembly of Western Australia in Par-
* liament assembled. heg to assure Yonr
“ Excellency of our loyalty and affection
*“ to our Most Gracious Sovereign. '

*We thank Your Excellency for the
*“ 8peech you have heen good enough to -
** address to us, and shall give it our most
" carefnl consideration and attention.”

Mr. Parnures (Irwin) seconded the
motion, formally.

Question put and passed.

AUBSTRALASIAN FEDERATION ENA-
BLING ACT (1836) AMENDMENT BILL.

ALL STAGES.

Tre Premier (Hou. Sir J. Forrest).
by leave, introduced this Bill. which was
read a first time.

Tae PREMIER. in moving the second
reading, said: Hon. members will notice
at once the object of this Bill, on perusing
it. In the first place. the Bill has for its
ohject the validating of the writ which
was issued on the 22nd ¥February, 1897,
and which, as bon. members no doubt are
aware, was not in strict conformity with
the Act. The Act passed last session
provides that fifteen days must elapse
between the issue of the writ and the
nomination, in which respect the writ is
in accordance with the Act. The Act
of last session further provides that fifteen
days must elapse between the nomination
and the election day; but as it bas been
sioce found that to comply with' the Act
in this respect would prevent Western
Australia from being represented at the
Convention, at any rate in the early days
of the Convention, the object of this Bill
is therefore to validate the writ which was
issned on the 22nd February, and which
is given tn ezlenso in the Schedule of the
Bill. A further object is to make a
permanent alteration in the Act of last
session, by reducing the time between the

11 Magcn, 1897.]

. necessary,
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nomipation andl the elertion day 1o noi
less than 1wn days.  Of conrse that will
not prevent the Government. should
there he no emergency. from giving a
much longer time than two days; bhui
it will give them the opportunily of
reducing the time to twa days. if 1f is
found expedient in any emergency tn
have not less than two days hetween the
nomination and the election. After all.
the main provision is the time hetween
the issue of the writ and the nomination.
After tbe nomination, of eonrse hon.
members can exercise the vore within two
days without any inconvenience. T think
this alteration, which has been fonud
will commend itself ta hon.
members. It will alsn he noticed that,
by Clause 4. the polling for the election
of persons to represent Western Aus.
tralia shall be held on the 13th day of
March in this year, between the hours of
ten o’cloek in the forenoon and noon—
these words being a repetition of the
words in the existing Act-—and the clause
goes on to say the persons then elected
shall be deemed the persons lawfully
elected to represent Western Australia
in the said Convention; thus dispelling
eutirely any doubt as to the legality of
the position of those representatives who
will be elected on the 13th inst. T beg

. to move that the Bill be now read a

second time.

Question put apd
further debate.

Bill rend a second time, also passed
through the remaiving stages, and trans-
mitted to the Legislative Counail.

passed. without

QUESTION—STEAMSHIF MACGREGOR
AND DANGER TO LIFE.

Mr. A. FORRERST, by leave, asked:
Has the attention of the Premier been
drawn te the condition of the steamship
Macgregor, which carries the mails
between Albany and Esperance: and
do the Government intend to take
any action to stop this boat from further
risking the lives of the people, and the
safety of Her Majesty’s mails, along that
route ; also, do the Government intend to
discontinue that service, and put on a
better boat ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied : In answer to the hon, member, I
have much pleasure in sayving that the
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days of the Macgregor, as a contract boat
under the Government, bave come to an
end ; that new tenders have been invited,
returnable on the 15th of this month;
and that, in the meantime, the Govern-
ment are negotiating for the services of
the steamship Flinders, to run the trip
hetween this date and the 15th. There-
fore I hope that the dissatisfaction which
has been so often expressed in regard to
the Macgregor will now beat an end, and
that a better service for tnails and
passengers along that coast will he pro-
vided.

At 437 o'clock the Sreaker left the
chair, and at 5-10 he resumed the chair,

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY—THE
PRESENTATION.

Tre BpeagEr reported that, accom.
panied by hon. members, he had waited
upon His Excellency at Government
House, and there presented the Address-
in-Reply to His Excellency's opening
speech ; also, that His Excellency had heen
pleased to reply as follows:—

“ Mr. SPEARER AND (YENTLEMEN OF

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

¢ I thank you for your address in reply
“to my opening speech, and for the as-
“surance of your careful consideration
“and attention to the matters therein re-
‘ ferred to.

“ Government House,
* March, 1897.”

Perth, 11th

[COUNCIL ]

At 515 o'clock the Speaker left the :

chair, and at 730 o'clock the Speaker re-
sumed the chair,
Message from the Legislative Council, the
Speaker again left the chair. and re-
sumed it at 8 o'clock.

MESSAGE—CONCURRENCE IN BILLS.
A Message from the Legislative Couneil
was received wnd read, intimating that
the Council concurred in the Supply Bill
and the Australasiah Federation En-
abling Act Amendment Bill.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 35 o'clock, the House adjourned
until 3 o’clock the next afternoon.

After awaiting a

Presentntion of Address.

Weqislutibe Gounctl,

Friday, 12(h March, 1897,

Tllness of Acting President and appointient of Acting
President-~Address-in-Reply: presentation of--
Address to Her Majesty—Prorogation.

TLLNESS OF ACTING PRESIDENT.

Tee CLERK OF PARLIAMENTS
(Mr. C. Lee Steere): I have to report to
hon. members that I have received a
notification from the Acting President,
to the effect that, owing to indisposition,
he is unable fo attend the House this
afternoon.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencom): Owing to the re-
grettable indisposition of the hon. the
Acting President, I beg to move that the
Hon. Mr. Hackett do take the chair for
the remainder of the present session, I
hope, in the circumstances, the hon.
member will accede to my request.

Question put and passed.

TeE Hon. J. W. HACKETT: 1 have
to thank bon. members for their vote,
and 1 submit myself to the House.

Tawe ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon.
J. W. Hackett) then took the chair.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTATION
OF.

Tue ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon.
J. W, Hackett), accompanied by hon.
members, proceeded to Government
House for the purpase of presenting the

" Address-in-Reply.

On resuming,

Tae ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. J.
W. Hackett) reported that His Excel-
lency had been graciously pleased to re-
ceive hon. members, and had made the
following reply :—

“Mr PrEsiDENT aND HONOURABLE
“ GFENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
“ CouxcCIL,—

“T thank you for your Address to my
“ gpening speech, and assurances of your
““eareful comsideration and attention to
' the matters therein referred to.”



